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Plan	  to	  Address	  Student	  Concerns	  
Students	  seemed	  to	  enjoy	  the	  topics	  and	  format	  of	  the	  course.	  They	  thought	  
it	  was	  a	  lot	  of	  work	  since	  critically	  reading	  scientific	  articles	  was	  new	  to	  most	  
students	  but	  they	  saw	  the	  value	  of	  it,	  worked	  hard,	  and	  confessed	  to	  gaining	  
skills	  in	  critical	  analysis	  and	  understanding	  of	  journal	  articles.	  We	  moved	  the	  
format	  of	  the	  course	  from	  4	  days/week	  to	  a	  hybrid	  class	  with	  2days/week	  in	  
class	  and	  significant	  out	  of	  class	  assignments	  (online	  discussions,	  research	  
assignments,	  and	  personal	  reflections	  in	  addition	  to	  reading	  and	  pre-‐class	  
questions	  and	  a	  post-‐class	  quiz).	  Although,	  students	  still	  thought	  this	  was	  an	  
intensive	  course,	  this	  format	  allowed	  students	  to	  keep	  up	  with	  the	  course	  
material	  and	  gave	  more	  time	  and	  opportunities	  to	  interact	  with	  each	  subject.	  
	  
The	  main	  concern	  of	  students	  seems	  to	  be	  the	  out	  of	  class	  readings	  and	  
assignments	  were	  often	  skimmed	  over	  in	  class.	  Here	  is	  a	  great	  example	  of	  



where	  a	  short	  online	  video	  “mini-‐lecture”	  would	  have	  helped	  students.	  Often	  
reading	  the	  book,	  even	  with	  directed	  questions,	  can	  leave	  students	  
overwhelmed	  and	  a	  little	  instructor	  input	  would	  greatly	  help	  student	  learning	  	  
by	  focusing	  their	  efforts.	  Although	  I	  tried	  to	  clearly	  communicate	  the	  learning	  
objectives	  for	  each	  in-‐class	  session,	  students	  were	  often	  confused	  by	  the	  out-‐
of	  class	  assignments.	  By	  posting	  learning	  objectives	  for	  the	  unit	  directly	  on	  
the	  homework	  students	  could	  identify	  goals	  and	  focus	  their	  studies	  before	  
class	  as	  well	  as	  after	  class.	  Students	  also	  had	  some	  problems	  with	  the	  
Learning	  Management	  System	  itself.	  We	  accomodated	  students	  by	  accepting	  
hard	  copies/emailed	  copies	  of	  tests	  and	  homeworks,	  however	  making	  this	  an	  
explicit	  course	  policy	  as	  opposed	  to	  dealing	  with	  it	  on	  a	  student	  by	  student	  
basis	  could	  releive	  this	  stress.	  	  


