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    Plan to Address Student Concerns
Students	  seemed	  very	  receptive	  to	  teaching	  style.	  They	  enjoyed	  taking	  the	  first	  few	  minutes	  
of	  class	  to	  discuss	  a	  journal	  article,	  general	  college	  level	  skills,	  or	  give	  other	  extra	  curricular	  
information.	  This	  helped	  them	  to	  feel	  equipped	  for	  the	  class	  and	  demonstrated	  that	  I	  am	  
open	  to	  questions	  and	  thoughts	  from	  the	  students.	  Many	  of	  the	  students	  felt	  comfortable	  
asking	  me	  about	  research	  opportunities,	  graduate	  school	  options,	  and	  college	  majors.	  	  
	  
Many	  students	  were	  unhappy	  about	  the	  harshness	  of	  the	  grading	  in	  the	  class.	  Their	  grade	  
distribution	  lines	  up	  perfectly	  with	  the	  other	  sections	  of	  this	  lab	  (Average	  85%)	  (6	  A,	  13	  B,	  
2	  C).	  Students	  also	  fell	  into	  these	  categories	  naturally,	  with	  a	  decent	  grade	  break	  between	  
the	  A	  students	  and	  the	  B	  students,	  likewise	  between	  the	  B	  and	  C	  students.	  Therefore	  I	  do	  
not	  feel	  these	  grades	  were	  too	  harsh	  for	  a	  freshmen	  lab	  course.	  However,	  I	  feel	  that	  I	  did	  
not	  give	  the	  students	  sufficient	  information	  on	  how	  the	  course	  was	  graded	  and	  that	  their	  
expectations	  were	  therefore	  disappointed.	  This	  course	  had	  a	  lot	  of	  “easy”	  points	  from	  
homework	  and	  worksheet	  therefore	  I	  graded	  papers	  and	  reports	  strictly	  according	  to	  the	  
rubric,	  giving	  less	  grace	  room.	  By	  grading	  the	  papers	  strictly,	  students	  learn	  more	  from	  
their	  work	  and	  can	  see	  where	  they	  need	  to	  improve	  instead	  of	  thinking	  that	  their	  paper	  is	  
fine	  and	  being	  discourage	  in	  upper	  level	  courses.	  Some	  students	  also	  did	  not	  see	  there	  was	  
a	  rubric	  until	  the	  end	  of	  the	  course,	  so	  making	  that	  apparent	  up	  front	  should	  help.	  Also	  
students	  did	  not	  seem	  to	  work	  ahead	  on	  projects	  (ej.	  In	  a	  3	  week	  lab	  experiment	  students	  
should	  have	  “Materials	  and	  Methods”	  and	  “Introduction”	  done	  by	  week	  2,	  but	  students	  
would	  write	  the	  whole	  paper	  the	  week	  that	  it	  was	  due	  and	  run	  out	  of	  time	  to	  do	  it	  well)	  
although	  this	  was	  suggested	  to	  them	  in	  their	  syllabus,	  I	  should	  have	  made	  a	  larger	  effort	  to	  
scaffold	  these	  projects	  for	  the	  students	  since	  as	  freshmen	  this	  might	  still	  be	  difficult	  for	  
them.	  To	  address	  this	  problem,	  I	  will	  be	  upfront	  with	  the	  grading	  policy,	  give	  clear	  rubrics,	  
scaffold	  projects	  to	  keep	  students	  on	  track	  to	  succeed,	  and	  perform	  midterm	  evaluations	  to	  

	  make	  sure	  everyone	  is	  aware	  of	  how	  the	  course	  is	  going.	  


